South Point 21, Ashbrook 14, OT
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Live to play on

Red Raiders escape Green Wave in overtime thriller

By Phillp Gariner
e

BELMONT — Hiwer in the
warld was this a 3d-point
game last time?

Ashbmook made this re-
match much closer and gave
South Point a scame before
watching the Red Raiders
pullout a21-14 overtime win
in the first mund of the 344
state playoffs Friday.

Aaron Crumbley  scored
on fourth down from the
1 in owertime and South
Point  pehed  Ashbmok
backwards on its possession
to advance to the second
o, whene it will face For-
estview in another BigSouth
AA Corference rematch.

"We fought es hard &=
we've fought all vear long.
South Paint, ghve them cred-
it, they fought right back,”
said Ashbmok coach Mike
Briggs, whose team waon
its final two regular-sesson
games to qualify for the play-
offs. "Meither teamn wanted
to lose this one, We justcame
up shortin the end.”

South Point  (10-2) will
make a trip to Fomestview
{10:2) net waeek in hopes, of
avenging the Jaguars’ 21-20
last-second win earlier in the
year. Those teams shared the
BigSouth fitle.

fAshbrook  4-8)  neardy
spoiled that chance, contral-
ling possession for much of

the game and holding South
Puoint to 184 yards — half its

EVETEZE.

Ard to think South Point
mshed for 224 yamds and peeeed
for another 78 in the 3440 win
eattier this season that both
sides irsished was much, much
deeerthan thescore indicated.

I rernember the first game
that [ was thinking that, rman,
thiese berye are thie biggest and
fstest and  hardest-hiting
deferse we've played,” South
Paint quartertback Jeeh Jus-
tice said *1 don’t know how
wer scored that marry points
They juet elipped up a couple
of times."
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In the end, South Point did
what it took towin.

On the first overtime pos-
sesgion, Justice carmied on the
first three playsdoemtothe 1,
setting up Crumbley's TD on
fourth dowm.

Ashbmook: then fiumbled on
its first play of overtime and
although quarerbad: Austin
Soott recovemred the ball, the
play resukied in a fouryand les
South Poit brought  down
fngel Crawford fior a 44ad
loes on second down and toak:
down Curils Armstmong, for a
d-yamd koesion third dovan,

Fomed o throw, Scot
went deep but the ball was
tipped just shart of the goal
line and Tydre' Creswford
picked it off in the end zone
and ook & knee to close out
the wild victory.

“It wes probably one of the
beesst fiooitbell garmes execution-
wise, plrysical hittingnwise thatl
an Emerber since I've been
here since 1560 by both teams
oornbined,” South Point coach
John Dievine said. “They wen
fest and furiove and physical
and emecubed well”

Ashbrook  dominated a
scoreless first half before tak-
ingleads of 70 and 14-7 after
the break. Preston Watts'
19-yard T nun made it 14-7
with %11 remaining and the
Green Wave appeared on its
way to the upsst.

Bt South Point ansveensd
with a six-ply, 72-yard
sooring drive highlighted by
Shane Merrill's 42-vard grab
frorn Ramon Costner on a
halfhack pess. Officials rulksd
that Memill and Ashbrook's
Iortavius Otis had joint pos-
sesgions, and the te goes to
the offerse in that situation,

Crumbley took it in from 1
yard two plays later totiewith
E:56 remaining, South Point

Jobi Clak Tha O arama
South Point's Aaron Crumbley s
for a big gain duing ther game
agairet Ashbook Friday night
had a chance towin in regu-
lation but Joey Mitchell's 40-
yard field goal atternpt wes
wide left with 32.7 seconds
remaining

fshbrmook wound up with
234 ushimgyards — its fourth-
highest total of the seemon —
and 252 total yards of offerse,
Angelo Crawford mished fior
126 yards, induding a S0-yard
TD . Watts finished with 50
yards on 19 carries and Jordan
Toomer was held o 35 yandk
on 12 carries.

Justice led South  Point
with 91 vards an 19 camries.
Crumbley managed only 28
yardson 13 carries but scored
twice, giving him B0 TDs for
his cameer — four shy of the

Gaston County record.
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